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Principal’s Highlights  
March 9 - Winter/Spring Parent Teacher Conferences 
Zemmer’s parent teacher conferences are scheduled for Monday, March 9th from 4:30 to 6:30 in 
our cafeteria.  These conferences are “drop-in” meaning you do not need an appointment.  
Teachers are arranged in alphabetical order in the café and will have signs with their names on their 
tables to help you locate them.  Conferences should be held to less than 10 minutes so we can 
meet with as many parents as possible.  
Because we share several teachers with other buildings, we like to communicate where those 
shared teachers will be located during conferences.  Those teachers are listed below. Generally, 
teachers are housed in the building they have the most classes in.  If you do not see a teacher’s 
name listed below, they will be at Zemmer in the cafeteria from 4:30pm to 6:30pm. Special 
Education staff will be located in the Media Center. Mrs.Loachridge will be located in her own 
classroom (Room D107).  
Shared Teaching Staff with Hours/Locations Different than Zemmer from 4:30pm to 6:30pm 
Mrs. Coon – will be at Rolland-Warner in Room B104 from 4:30 to 6:30 for drop-ins 
Ms. Slominski – will be at Rolland-Warner in Room D136  from 4:30 to 6:30 by invite only 
Mrs. Bloomer – will be at Zemmer in the Café from 4:30pm to 6:00pm for drop-ins 
Mrs. Dodson – will be at Zemmer in the Café from 4:30pm to 6:00pm for drop-ins 
Mrs. Ward – will be at Rolland-Warner in the Media Center from 4:30pm to 6:30pm for drop-ins  
Mr. Sweeney – will be at Rolland-Warner in Room C104 from 4:30pm to 6:30pm  
Mrs. Prill – will be at Rolland-Warner in Room C116 from 4:30pm to 6:30pm  

Parent Perception Survey  
Annually we do a Parent Perception Survey that provides us with valuable information.  This survey 
is not only great feedback for us, it is part of our 31a requirements (Michigan school aid provided to 
districts for support with at-risk population).  We will be sending the link through email and text 
phone messaging next week, but if you’d like to take it early you can go to the following link.  It 
takes generally less than 2 minutes to complete. https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Zemmer20  

March Positivity Project Focus  
As you know this year at Zemmer we are spending time in our iConnect classes with the Positivity 
Project. The Positivity Project is a national program that empowers students to build positive 
relationships.  Each week there is a different focus that students and teachers will emphasize.  Their 
work in iConnect includes team building activities, opportunities for discussion, and other 
undertakings that promote a positive school culture. We encourage you to ask your child what are 
some valuable takeaways from their work on the Positivity Project (P2 for short).   

March’s P2 topics include:  
 Week of March 2nd: Cheering Others’ Successes 
 March 9th: Social Intelligence  
 March 16th: Love of Learning    
 March 23rd: Fairness 
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Mark Your 
Calendar! 
March 9 
 Parent Teacher 

Conferences 4:30 to 
6:30pm in Cafeteria 

March 10 
 Open Enrollment Night 

(Bishop-Kelly, St. Paul, 
Chatfield Families) 

March 13 
 No School for Students – 

Teacher PD Day 

March 23-27 
 Year-Round Intersession  

March 30-April 3 
 Spring Break  

April 14 
 PSAT Testing for ALL 8/9 

Students 

April 22 
 8th Grade M-STEP Testing 

(9th has ½ Day. Report 
for PM classes) 

 

 
Yearbooks  
on Sale! 
Yearbooks are on sale for 
$40.  To purchase a 
yearbook please go to 
Jostensyearbooks.com. 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Zemmer20
http://zemmer.lapeerschools.org/
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 Zemmer’s School Resource Officer  
Lapeer Community Schools is very fortunate to have a School Resource Officers (SRO) 
at every secondary building. At Zemmer, our SRO is Deputy Jimmy White who works as 
a resource to the school from the Lapeer County Sherriff’s Office.  
What does a SRO do?  Well, first and foremost he provides the school an added layer of 
safety that we would not have without SRO’s.  However, they provide the school with 
much more than that. Other duties of an SRO include… 
• Being a positive resource for students. Sometimes Deputy White will serve a role 

like a counselor and just chat with students who may be having a difficult day.  
• Providing valuable resources to staff for things like crisis intervention and 

prevention, tornado/fire plans, school security protocol, and other similar roles. 
• Providing training to staff and students about such things like the dangers of drugs 

and tobacco products.  
• General support in the hallways and café.  We can never have enough positive role 

models helping out wherever needed.  
One thing an SRO does NOT do is take part in the daily rule enforcement and discipline 
procedures. Unless the behavior falls under “criminal behavior”, Deputy White does 
not take part in dealing with any discipline related issues.  

PSAT Testing April 14th  
For all Zemmer students (both 8th and 9th grade) PSAT testing will take place on April 
14th. A more detailed letter will be mailed home in a couple weeks with specific 
information.  With each grade level the students advance to, the standardized testing 
becomes that much more important. The PSAT testing influences many different areas 
including:  
If you remember from the February Newsletter, the PSAT testing experience is much 
different than the M-STEP.  Below are some tips to help your child prepare.  
How can you prepare now?  
• Please make sure not to schedule student appointments on April 14th  
• Begin talking to your student about the PSAT  
• Visit https://parents.collegeboard.org/college-board-programs/psat-89 for general 

information 
• Review the practice test at https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/psat-8-9-

practice-test-1.pdf  This can help students become familiar with the format of the 
test 

M-STEP Testing for 8th Graders  
Our 8th grade students will also participate in the M-STEP for 
Social Studies and Science. The testing date for this will be April 
22nd.  Each test takes about an hour and is taken on the computer.  
Students should be very familiar with the format of this test as 
they have been taking M-STEP for the past several years.  

Because 9th grade students DO NOT TAKE THE M-STEP, they will have a ½ Day of 
School (do not report until 11:00am) on Wednesday April 22nd.  This allows us to 
maximize our computers and resources to test ALL 8th grade students in one morning 
without having to do some crazy schedule. All 9th grade students will be provided with 
transportation to school on April 22nd, the buses will just becoming 4 hours later than 
their normal pick-up time.  
We will be sending home more detailed information about this ½ day on April 22nd for 
9th grade students over the course of the next two months.  For now, 9th grade parents 
should just make sure to mark this date on their calendar as a reminder that students 
will NOT have school that morning and will report for just the afternoon.  

Zemmer PAC 
Meetings 
The building has monthly PAC 
meetings which is an opportunity for 
parents to meet with the principal 
and talk about various things 
including curriculum, building vision, 
and the overall direction of Zemmer 
moving forward. Please mark the 
following PAC dates on your calendar 
if you wish to attend.  All meetings 
begin at 7:45am and will either take 
place in the Zemmer conference room 
or the Media Center.  
Mar 11 
Apr 8 
May 13 
Jun 10 
 

Office Hours  
+ Phone Numbers  
Regular office hours at Zemmer 8/9 
Building are 7am-3:30pm. To facilitate a 
prompt response to telephone calls, direct 
lines are provided. Telephone numbers 
follow: 
School Office: 
667-2413 
Attendance Office: 
667-2413, ext. 3402 
Counseling Office:   
667-2413  
(Mrs. Spisz - A-K:  ext. 3410) 
(Mrs. Van - L-Z:  ext. 3409) 
Dean of Students: 
667-2413, ext. 3405  — Mrs. Natalie 
Husted (Discipline related issues) 
Associate Principal: 
667-2413, ext. 3404  — Mr. Zach Hamilton 
(Athletics/Discipline) 
Principal: 
667-2413, ext. 3403 — Dr. Jeff Stanton 

https://parents.collegeboard.org/college-board-programs/psat-89
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/psat-8-9-practice-test-1.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/psat-8-9-practice-test-1.pdf
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 Winter + Spring Sports Information 
For information regarding 8th grade athletics, contact Associate Principal & Athletic 
Director, Zach Hamilton: zhamilton@lapeerschools.org 
For information regarding Freshman and JV athletics, contact 
District Athletic Director, Shad Spilski: sspilski@lapeerschools.org 
All information regarding individual sports will be updated on the 
website: http://lapeerlightning.com  

Middle School 6th-8th grade Spring Sports Parent Meeting:  

• There will be a parent meeting for 6th-8th grade Middle School athletes interested 
in playing Spring Sports (Baseball, Softball, or Track) on Thursday, March 12th from 
6:00-7:00 pm at Rolland-Warner in the cafeteria. 

• You should attend even if you already attended in the Fall or Winter, because you 
will have the opportunity to meet Spring Sports coaches after the short 
presentation from the Athletic Directors.  

Spring Sport Clearance Process: 

• 8th graders interested in trying out for Spring Sports (Track, Baseball, and Softball) 
can sign up in the Zemmer Office starting Monday, March 2nd. They can complete 
the clearance process starting at that time as well (they need to be cleared by the 
first day of practice which is Monday March 16th). 9th graders interested in playing 
Spring Sports will need to be cleared by Monday, March 9th  

• Athletes need to go through the clearance process even if they played Fall or 
Winter Sports. They will get a bracelet when they are cleared. Athletes that do not 
have bracelets will not be able to try out. 

What you need to complete the clearance process: 
In order to be cleared to compete in Spring Athletics, students must complete and turn 
in the following items: 

• All athletes must have completed MHSAA Physical (dated April 15, 2019 or after.  
must be new form or sign waiver when turning in) 

• All athletes must have a completed Emergency Card 
• All athletes must have a signed Athletic Code of Conduct Card (parent & student 

signatures required) 
These items are available in the Zemmer, Rolland-Warner, and LHS offices, or online at 
http://lapeerlightning.com  
When and where you can turn in forms: 

• 8th grade forms can be turned in at the Zemmer office to Mrs. Tiffany, or during 
the parent meeting on March 12th. 9th grade forms can also be turned in at the 
Zemmer office to Mrs. Tiffany, or the LHS office to Mrs. Loper. 

*Pay to Participate: Must be paid in full before any athlete may participate in a 
game/contest/meet. 8th grade students, please pay Mrs. Tiffany in the Zemmer Main 
Office, Denise Loper in the LHS office, or you can pay online by going to 
LapeerLightning.com and clicking on “more” and then going to “pay to participate”. 9th 
grade students can also pay at the LHS athletic office. Please do not pay before finding 
out if you make the team. 
*Please see the Athletic Code of Conduct for information on Eligibility requirements 
(grades) needed last year and current – In order to remain academically eligible, 
students must be passing all their classes, or maintain above a 2.0 gpa while passing 5 
out of their 6 classes. Grades will be checked before the clearance process is 
completed. 
*Impact Testing: All 8th and 9th grade students that did not complete Impact testing last 
year, need to do it this year. Time and Location of Impact testing will vary by sport. 
When a student completes the clearance process they will receive a bracelet. They 
need to wear this bracelet to practice in order to participate. Coaches will not be 
accepting paperwork at practice.  

Zemmer Counseling Services  
The middle school counseling office provides 
a safe and welcoming environment where 
students are able to come in and discuss a 
variety of concerns, whether school related 
or personal. Academic planning, scheduling 
questions, personal issues, problem solving 
and organizational strategies are some of the 
areas in which counselors most frequently 
work with students.  
Counselors are also available to assist families 
with concerns they may have regarding their 
children’s middle school experience. When 
students and their families have questions 
and are unsure who to turn to, the middle 
school counseling team is an excellent 
resource.  
Zemmer Campus Counselors – (810)667-2413  
(Last Names A to K) Robin Spisz – 
rspisz@lapeerschools.org  
(Last Names L to Z)  Kim VanOoteghem – 
kvanooteghem@lapeerschools.org  
 

Student Handbook Notes:   
NON-CUSTODIAL PARENTS Page. 4 
Specific instruction for access to students, 
and picking up children from school should 
be discussed in detail with the office before 
events occur. If one parent has been 
awarded custody of the student by the 
courts, that parent needs to provide the 
school with a copy of the custody order and 
inform the school in writing of any 
limitations in the rights of the non-custodial 
parent. Without such notice, Lapeer 
Community Schools will presume that the 
student may be released into the care of 
either parent. 
All parents, custodial or non-custodial, have 
the right to see their child’s records, confer 
with the teacher, and be a part of 
educational planning, unless specifically 
prohibited from doing so by law. The school 
will need a copy of any such court order on 
file in the school office. Please update 
annually. 
Safety is our number one priority. Part of 
keeping our students safe involves making 
sure that we are releasing them only to 
authorized family or emergency contacts. 
Please keep the office aware of any changes 
in custodial paperwork as soon as possible to 
avoid delays when picking students up from 
the office.  Additionally, please make sure 
you bring a valid identification with you into 
the office because you will be asked for it.   
 
 
 
 

mailto:zhamilton@lapeerschools.org
mailto:sspilski@lapeerschools.org
http://lapeerlightning.com/
mailto:rspisz@lapeerschools.org
mailto:kvanooteghem@lapeerschools.org
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Middle School Athletic Boosters: 
Our Lapeer Athletic Boosters are pleased to announce that we are incorporating Middle School athletics into the program. Our first Lapeer 
Middle School Athletics Booster Meeting is Feb. 11th from 5:00-6:00 pm at Zemmer Campus in the Media Center. We are excited to have as 
many Middle School parents, community members, and coaches as possible to begin this adventure. Hope to see you all there! 

8th and 9th Spring Sports Tentative 1st Practice/Tryout Schedule 
8th Grade Baseball -  Tryouts will be March 23rd, 24th, and 25th – 3:45-5:45 in Zemmer gym 
8th Grade Softball -  Tryouts will be March 16th, 17th, and 18th – 3:30-5:30 in Zemmer gym 
MS Track - Practices will start March 16th – 4:30-5:45 at CFI 
High School Spring Sports - Tryouts and first practices for high school spring sports will be the week of March 9th (time and location TBD) 

Continue to watch lapeerlightning.com for practice dates and times. This information will also be 
communicated to students through announcements at school once released. 

8th Grade Tentative Spring Sports Schedules 
For more information regarding 
Zemmer Athletics, including: 
scheduling changes, game results, 
announcements, and 9th grade 
schedules, please go to 
LapeerLightning.com. Also, make 
sure you know which app, text 
chain, or social media page your 
coach is using and sign up. This is 
the best way to get information 
about your child’s team.  
 


